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MAYOR'S MESSAGE. 



The following is from a Oommiinication addressed to the 
City Council of Providence by the Mayor, March 12, 1855 : 



"I avail myself of this occasion to transmit to the Council a 
Commmiication addressed to me by Dr. Edwin M. Snow, of this 
city, together with a certified copy of a Resolution of the Provi- 
dence Medical Association, in relation to that Commmiication 
and its subject matter. 

The importance of the subject of which the Communication 
treats, and of the facts which it embodies, will doubtless secure 
for it an early consideration on the part of the Council. That 
further legislation in regard to this subject will, after proper 
inquiry, be deemed advisable by the Council, I cannot doubt ; 
especially as it has been recently ascertained that some of the 
ordinances now nominally in force, giving to the Board of Al- 
dermen certain powers, which some officers or board ought to 
possess in a city like Providence, are regarded by the Supreme . 
Bench, as repugnant to the Constitution of the State. Inquiry 
upon this sulgect, with a view to such amendments of our ordi- 
nances, our charter, or our State laws in relation to the health 
of the city, as may be found necessary or advisable, I deem it 
my duty earnestly to recommend. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

EDWARD P. KNOWLES, Mayor. 
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RESOLUTIONS 



or THI 



PROVIDENCE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 



At a regular meeting of the Providenee Medical Association, 
held at the office of Dr. J. Mauran, February 5, 1855, Dr. 
Edwin M. Snow read a paper which he had presented to the 
Mayor, touching the statistics and causes of Asiatic Cholera as 

it prevailed in this community during the past summer, and 
submitted therein certain suggestions respecting the appoint- 
ment of a Superintendent of Health for this city : Whereupon, 

It was Resolved, That this Association fully approves of the 
remarks and conclusions arriyed at by the writer, and recom- 
mends this subject to the notice of the City Authorities, for 
their early and attentive consideration. 

Resolved, That these Resolutions be signed by the President 
iind Secretary of this Association, and sent to the Mayor. 



J. W. C. ELY, 

Presidefit. 



W. Owen Brown, 

Secretary, pro tern. 



LETTER. 



Hon. Edward P. Knowles, 

Mayor of Providence. 

Kjtowing the interest you have manifested in promoting the 
health of the city, since the commencement of your term of of- 
fice, and especially with reference to the Cholera during the 
past summer, I have thought that a statement of some facts 
connected with the disease in this city, and some of the lessons 
to be learned from them, might be acceptable to you. 

The lessons to be learned from such yisitations are poorly 
understood, unless we obtain from them some facts which may 
guide us during the prevalence of future epidemics, and also? 
what is more important, may aid us in preventing their reap- 
pearance. 

In improving the sanitary condition of a community, as well 
as that of individuals, prevention is far more important than 
cure. It is the duty of the public authorities to act vigorously 
and energetically during the prevalence of disease ; but it is 
still more their duty to collect facts, and from their study, to 
ascertain and put in force the best measures for preventing fu- 
ture epidemics. 

For the purpose of obtaining facts which might be of value 
to the community, and to the Medical Profession, I prepared 
blanks for information concerning cases of Cholera, which were 
printed and distributed by your direction.* About one hun- 

* A copy of the blank may be found on page 30. 



dred of these blanks have been filled, more or less perfectly, 
and returned to the City Clerk's Office, by Physicians. These 
returns, in connection with the usual registration of deaths, 
furnish information of great value to the community ; and I am 
confident that a careful consideration of the facts obtained, with 
a suitable improvement of the lessons taught by them, would 
remove all danger of an epidemic of Cholera, in this city, in 
future. 

The following are some of the facts obtained : 

Whole number of deaths from Cholera in the city, 159 

The first death occurred May 16th. 

The last death occurred Sept. 29th. 
The whole time, from the first death to the last, was 137 days. 

Deaths from Cholera occurred on 66 diflFerent days, as fol- 
lows: 

7 days in May, 8 days in June, 10 days in July, 30 days in 
August, 11 days in September. 
In May, the deaths from Cholera were ... 9 
In June, " " « . . - 8 

In July, « " " . - - 14 

In August, " " «... 109 

In September, « « " ... 19 



Tota;l, 159 

The greatest number of deaths in one week (ending 

August 12th,) was 42 

The greatest number of deaths in one day, was Aug. 12, 9 

AGE. 

Of those who died there were between twenty and 

sixty years of age, 103 

Over sixty years of age, . . - . 17 

Under twenty years of age, - - - - 39 

159 

Average age of those who died, about 31 years. 



Eighty-two were married, and fifteen were widows or wid- 
owers. 

The nativity of those who died from Cholera, was as fol- 
lows : 

Irish, or of Irish parentage, - - - - 126 

English, 12 

Scotch, r 1 

New Zealander, 1 

Unknown, 6 

American, 14 

— .159 
Or, Foreigners, 140; American, 14; Unknown, 5. 

LOCATION. 

The deaths on the East side of the river were 140. West 
side 18. Not stated 1 ; or more particularly— r- 

In Gaspee street, Kailroad Place, Smith street, Canal street, 

&c., being the section bordering on the Canal, 64 

In India street. Fox Point Hill, and that neighborhood, 47 

North Main street, ---..- 8 

Martin street, ----- 5 

Butler's Lane, ------ 9 

Thurber's Lane, - - r - - 1 

Halsey and Brown streets, one each, - - - 2 

South Water street, 4 

West side of the river, - - - - - 18 

Street not given, ------ 1 



159 
It will be noticed that 88 per cent, of those who died were 
foreigners, and only 9 per cent Americans. The foreign popu- 
tion of the city in 1850 was 10.275 ; the American population 
31.238, or more than three Americans to one foreigner. Sup- 
posing the proportion to be the same at the present time, we 
find that thirty times as many foreigners as Americans died of 
cholera, in proportion to their number. 

120, or 75 1-2 per cent, of those who died of cholera in thii^i 
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eity, were over 20 years of age, and the average age of the whole 
irainber was 31 years and 2 months ; showing that a lai^e ma- 
jority of the victims of this disease were in the prime of life. 
The average age of those who die in the city from all other 
causes, is only about 22 years. 

It will also be noticed that in the section of the city bordering 
on the Canal, there were 64 deaths from cholera, and in the 
neighborhood of Fos Point Hill 41 deaths; making 111 deaths 
in these two localities, or 10 per cent, of aU the deaths in the 
city from cholera, 

It may be useful to add in this connection, that, during the 
months of July, August and September, there were 181 deaths 
in this eity from Cholera Morbus, Cholera Infantum, Diarrhoea, 
and Dysentery. The causes of these deaths are, to a great ex- 
tent, the same as those of cholera. Fevers also prevail more 
extensively where these causes exist. 

What are these causes ? Why is it that one hundred and 
6fty-nine persons, mostly in the full vigor of life and health, 
have been so suddenly cut off by cholera '? Did they die from 
causes which it was possible to remove, and is there any way 
to prevent the ravages of this disease in future ? These are 
questions of no small importance ; and the duty of answering 
them, and of taking such action as may be necessary in future, 
most certainly belongs to the city authorities. They cannot 
escape the responsibility. If those persons, or any portion of 
them, died from causes which might have been prevented or 
removed by the city authorities, those authorities arc responsi- 
ble for such deaths. If the cholera shall visit our city again, 
and those causes shall still be in existence, those anthorities will 
bo doubly responsible.* 

It is the opinion of eminent writers, that, one half of all 
the deaths that occur in our cities, are from preventable causes, 
Periiaps this is an exaggeration as a general statement ; but 
when applied to the deaths from cholera, in this city, the 
past season, it is no exaggeration. Aiter a careful esamina^ 
the Titft Registration Beport of Rhode Island, pp. 107-113' 



tion of the Reports in the City Clerk's office, and considerable 
personal knowledge of the disease during its prevalence 
among us, 1 am confidently of the opinion, that nine tenths 
of the deaths from cholera in this city were from preventable 
causes, and that more than one half of those deaths were from 
causes which might have been, and which should have been, re- 
moved by the city authorities. By the city authorities I mean, 
of course, the authorities as a permanent body for a series of 
years. 

The exertions of your Honor and of the present authorities, 
during the existence of cholera in the city, are well known ; 
but coming into office as you did, after the disease had made 
its appearance, it was impossible for you to take those pre- 
ventive measures which the welfare of the city demanded. 
The responsibility of the present authorities is more for the 
future than for the past. 

But let us enquire more particularly into the causes of the 
deaths from cholera in this city. 

In investigating this subject, we must, of course, recognise 
that universally prevalent cause which existed, probably in the 
atmosphere, and to the influence of which all the inhabitants of 
the city were exposed. We are entirely ignorant of the na- 
ture of this cause, but of its existence there can be no doubt. 
It was present in this city in 1849, and again in 1854; and dur- 
ing the intervening years, the city was free from it. 

No earthly power^ as far as we know at present, can prevent 
the existence of this my3terious cause of disease, or provide a 
remedy for it. But, that this alone was not the cause of the 
deaths from cbplera, is evident from the fact, that while all the 
inhabitants in the city were exposed to its influence, but a small 
number, comparatively, were affected by it. We must enquire 
farther for the causes of the deaths in this city. 

The two principal foci of the disease here, werp on the 
borders of the Canal, and about Fox Point Hill. Ii^ these 
two localities, 70 per cent, of all the deaths qccurred. It ig 
evident there must be some local causes in these places to ac- 
count for this great mortality. What are they ? 



With regard to the deaths in the neighborhood of the v^aii4>, 
I answer unhesitatingly, that the Canal itself was the cause. 

The following are some of the reasons for this opinion : 

The same place was one of the principal foci of the disease 
in 1849, In that year there were 50 deaths from cholera there. 

The borders of stagnant fresh water are at all times, and in 
all places, acknowledged to be the most favorable locations for 
the production of cholera. 

The condition of the Canal during the summer was such, that 
the common sense of the whole city regarded it as a great 
nuisance. It was as filthy as any common sewer, and tiie 
stench arising from it, at times, pervaded the whole neighbor- 
hood. 

At any time, during the summer, numerous fishes might be 
seen floating on the surface, which had been killed by the poi- 
sonous water. At any time, cats, dogs and hogs might be seen 
in the water, in every stage of decomposition. At any time, 
and every where, large quantities of gas might be seen arising 
from decaying vegetable and animal substances, in the bottom 
of the Canal. 

The water is satm-ated with vegetable matter, is highly col- 
ored, and has an offensive smell, from the washings of Allen's 
Print works. 

The opinion that the filthy condition of the Canal was the 
chief cause of the deaths from cholera in that vicinity, is con- 
firmed by the reports of cases of the disease from physicians. 

Those reports say : " the Canal is a nuisance," " that same 
Canal," " that filthy Canal," " the noxious eiBuvia of the Canal 
pervade the house as well as the whole neighborhood," with 
numerous other expressions of the same kind. 

This opinion concerning the Canal, is also confirmed by the 
Report of a Committee appointed by the Mayor and Aldermen, 
to examine into its condition. That Report is dated August 11, 
1 854, and says : " The Canal and Basin we have also examined, 
and find the waters highly colored as far up as Allen's Print 
works, and as appears are colored by said Print works. We 
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find a sediment at the bottom of the Canal, increasing in depth 
as we proceed to the basin, where there is a large quantity, 
which, when exposed to the sun, creates offensive effluvia. 
Evidence of its being poisonous is, that the fishes which come 
down from the waters above, die soon after coming into the 
colored water above described; and we consider it a nuisance 
which may be abated, in part at least, by removing the sedi- 
ment in the basin, where the stench is greatest." 

It may be said that the tenements in that locality were 
filthy, crowded, and ill-ventilated ; and that this would produce 
cholera. But there were numerous tenements, and neighbor- 
hoods, on the West side of the river, occupied by the same class 
of people, equally filthy, equally crowded, and equally ill-venti- 
lated, where not a single case of cholera occurred. If those 
same houses, with the same inhabitants and all their filth, had 
been located in almost any other part of the city, there is no 
reason to suppose that their inmates would have suflFered greatly 
from cholera. 

It may be said that the location near the Canal was low, 
and slightly elevated above tide water, and this was favorable 
to the production of cholera. But there were many locations 
€^nd tenements, occupied by the same class of people, on the 
"^est side of the river, and on South Water street, which are 
still lower and nearer the level of tide water, where not a 
single case of cholera occurred. 

It is impossible to name a single cause of cholera in the loca- 
tion where so many deaths occurred, except the condition of 
the Canal itself, which did not exist with equal intensity in 
other places in the city, where scarcely a case of cholera was 
seen. It is probable that the extreme dry weather of the past 
summer, while it lessened the causes of cholera in other parts 
of the city, increased the noxious effluvia from the Canal, and 
thus increased the mortality in that neighborhood. 

Another focus of the disease was about Fox Point Hill. On 
"lis hill, including India street, Shamrock street, and that 
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neighborhood, 47 deaths from cholera occurred. The greater 
part of them were in the last half of August, and first days 
of September. Many of these deaths were caused by local 
nuisances, or by imprudence in eating, and were not connected 
with any general nuisance. 

There were, however, about 25 deaths, during a few days, in 
a small district on the top of the Hill, which were undoubtedly 
caused by the offensive effluvia from the numerous hog-pens 
located there. It is difficult for any one who did not visit the 
place at that time, to realize that so great a nuisance could 
ejdst in a place so elevated, and so freely exposed to the 
breeze from the harbor. I visited houses there, at that time, 
\^hich were kept comparatively clean, and yet the stench was 
so great as to create a feeling of nausea. 

I have no doubt that the hog-pens were the causfe of at 
least 25 deaths; and this was the opinion of all who were 
familiar with the place at that time. The Reports of physicians 
Universally agree with this opinion. Several Reports say, " the 
pig-styes are a nuisance j " one says " the house is surrounded 
with hog-pens and their filth ; " another Report of the death of 
an American citizen in Ann street, says: "Hog-pens on the 
hill not fetr oflF, and smell badly at the house when the #ind is 
southerly, so as to require the closing of the windows." Other 
Reports are of the same character. There is no reason to sup- 
pose that the cholera would have prevailed so extensively as it 
did, for a few days on that hill, if the hog-pens had been re- 
moved. Indeed, judging from past experience, we could not 
expect the cholera to appear at all, on the top of the Hill, with- 
out the presence of some very great nuisance. 

I conclude then, that there can be no doubt in the mind of 
any one who was familiar with the cholera in om* city last 
summer, and who has reflected on the subject, that the hog-pens 
on Fox Point Hill, and the filthy condition of the Canal, were 
the causes of, at least, one half of the deaths which occurred 
from this disease, in this city. Nor can any one doubt that the 
city authorities were responsible for the existence of those 
nuisances. 
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With regard to the deaths from cholera in other localities 
than the two already mentioned ; they can be accounted for, in 
most cases, by the existence of local nuisances, or by gross im- 
prudence in eating or drinking. The use of spirituous liquors, 
particularly at wakes, was undoubtedly the cause of some deaths. 
But this practice, though universal in the city, was not sufficient 
to produce the disease to much extent, beyond the two locali- 
ties mentioned. 

Nearly all the Americans who died, lost their lives from im- 
prudence in eating, in some cases aided by the existence of 
local nuisances. Among foreigners, I knew of one case, where 
three children died in one family ; where the cause was, un- 
doubtedly, a very offensive drain near the house. In another 
house, where half a dozen persons died, the cause, assigned by 
the physician, was " exceedingly offensive sink spouts." In the 
Eeports of physicians, I find the following nuisances mentioned 
as causes of the disease : " Offensive privies near," " The house 
and street are nuisances," " Narrow lane, gutter in middle of 
lane quite foul, and large stable opposite," " Room low, close, 
dark and damp," " Intolerably offensive smell proceeding from 
sink," " Privies near, in bad condition," " Privy within two feet 
of house, in bad condition," " Awful penury and disgusting 
filth, but smell of rum predominant," " The whole neighborhood 
is a nuisance," " All the filth of the house emptied by the side 
of it." The above are specimens of the reports given, and 
such causes as these are given for nearly all the cases of the 
disease beyond the two localities already described. 

These nuisances are all such as the city authorities are re- 
sponsible for, and it is their duty to remove them. 

It must also be remembered, that a large portion of the 181 
deaths from Cholera Morbus, Dysentery, Diarrhoea, and Cholera 
Infantum, were from the same causes, and that if these causes 
are in existence another year, they are certain to produce a 
large number of deaths, whether the cholera atmosphere is 
present or not. 

The great loss of human life is surely sufficient to demand 
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our earnest attention; but we must also remember that the 
lives of all our citizens are endangered by the existence of 
these nuisances. It is probable that the extreme dryness of 
the past summer prevented the spread of the disease, and thus 
saved the lives of many persons. If the weather had com- 
bined heat and moisture, as is frequently the case, we have 
reason to believe that the disease would have spread much more 
extensively, among all classes of persons. 

If what I have written is correct, the sum of the whole sub- 
ject seems to be this : There are certain well-known nuisances 
in our city ; these nuisances have caused many deaths, and are 
certain to cause many more, unless they are abated ; the city 
authorities have full power to remove them, and their duty to 
the community requires them to do it. Will they do it ? 

The remedies for these nuisances are plainly indicated. The 
city authorities have already removed the hog-pens; but it may 
be a question whether, by permitting hogs to be kept under 
stables, and by giving special permits to keep them in other 
places, they are not doing more than a proper regard for the 
public health will allow. If the presence of hogs under stables 
is not prejudicial to the public health; the sale of the meat 
raised in that way, is most certainly so. I venture to assert 
that no hog can be kept under a stable for six months, without * 
becoming diseased, and totally unfit for food. 

Let the authorities order a minute and faithful investigation 
into the condition of the Canal ; let them ascertain the causes 
and the best remedy for this nuisance ; and then, let them act 
promptly and energetically in accordance with the results of 
this investigation. 

Let them attend to the condition of privies, and when ne- 
cessary, have them cleansed before warm weather. 

Let them see that sink spouts and drains are kept in good 
order, and that every tenement which is rented, is provided with 
proper drains for slop water. 

Let them provide a system of house to house visitation, to 
see that these matters are attended to. This business belongs 
to the Board of Health, and their duty to the community re- 
quires them to attend to it. 
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The condition of many tenements in this city, as reported 
to the Board of Health, during the past summer, is a disgrace 
to any civilized community. There are many tenements here, 
crowded with human beings from the cellar to the garret ; with- 
out any means whatever for the disposal of slop water and 
other filth, except to empty it on the surface of the ground. 

One yard on Canal street, 28 by 29 feet, was reported to 
the Board of Health, last summer, opening into which were 
three houses, containing twelve families, without any sink drains, 
or even a privy, for them all. The condition of that yard is 
hardly improved at the present time, and there are many other 
tenements in the city in the same condition. 

The house in Jail Lane, where the cholera first appeared, 
was never fit for human habitation. It was a story and a half 
house, 25 by 37 feet, inhabited by five families, composed of 29 
persons, two of the families living in the cellar. The city 
physicians reported it to be a nuisance, and the Board of 
Health ordered it to be vacated ; but the order was never en- 
forced, and deaths from cholera occurred afterwards in the 
same house. There are many facts of this character, in the 
possession of the Board of Health ; which, if known, would call 
down the indignation of the community upon the owners of 
^ tenements, who are thus trifling with human life, for the sake of 
money. 

It is the duty of the Board of Health to act energetically in 
this matter ; and, if necessary, let them publish some of these 
facts in justification of their action. 

There are other nuisances, prejudicial to the public health, 
which call for action on the part of the city authorities. 

The ordinance against selling tainted provisions is a dead 
letter, though the violations of it are frequent during the hot 
weather, and are the cause of much disease and many deaths. 
Putrid fish, half rotten cabbages, decayed and wilted fruit, and 
' other unhealthy provisions, are sold freely in all parts of the 
city. A large quantity of putrid meat was sold during the last 
summer ; and was discovered near Fox Point Hill, during the 
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prevalence of the cholera there ; and the facts weve published 
in the papers, at the time. Was there no law applicable to 
that case ? 

Let me state another fact which I have good authority for 
believing to be strictly true. There is a certain crowded and 
filthy house on Gaspee stret, 20 by 35 feet, two stories high, 
without any drain or sewer whatever. All the slop water and 
other filth is thrown on the ground by the side of the house. 
During the past summer, there were nine families, numbering 
47 persons, in the house ; and several cases of cholera occurred 
there, within a short time. One of the tenants kept hens, which 
collected their food from the slops q,nd other filth. One day, 
while the cholera was in the house, fifteen or twenty of those 
hens died suddenly, from disease. The owner dressed them 
and sold them for food, and they were eaten by some of our 
worthy citizens who were able to buy them. Such facts need 
no comment. 

It is no time to attend to the removal of nuisances, when an 
epidemic is existing in our city ; as it would only increase the 
danger of disease. Action in these matters should be taken, 
during the winter and spring. 

In the case of the last visitation of the cholera: it was well 
known in the fall of 1853, that the cholera would probably be 
here in the summer of 1854. No preparation was made for it, 
and no action was taken, until It appeared among us. The re- 
sult is before us. 

In Boston, active measures were put in operation in the fall 
of 1853; a visitation was made from house to house; dirty 
lanes, offensive privies, foul sink drains, &c., were cleaned; and 
as far as possible, all nuisances were removed. The conse- 
quence was, that in Boston, with a foreign population of about 
65,000, only 261 deaths from Cholera occurred, while in Provi- 
dence, with a foreign population of about 13,000, and with a 
much more favorable natural location, there were 159 deaths; 
or three times as many in Providence as in Boston, in propor- 
tion to the foreign population. 



It 

If the views I have presented, are correct ; it must be evident 
that the duties of the city authorities relating to the public 
health, can never be eflSciently performed under our present 
system* 

This system throws all the burden in this matter, as well as 
many others, upon the Mayor ; and seems to require that he 
should be thoroughly and minutely acquainted with every branch 
of science, and with every subject which can possibly aflFect the 
interests of the city. This system may have answered the pur- 
pose for a town or small city ; but as this city has increased in 
size, it is no longer sufficient. There are various interests here 
now, each of which has become of so great importance as to 
require the whole time and attention of a competent officer. 
The Public Health is one, Pauperism is another. Of course, it 
is impossible for the Mayor, with his numerous duties, to make 
himself thoroughly acquainted with every thing relating to the 
best means of promoting the public health, or with all the causes 
and remedies of pauperism. 

The Mayor and Aldermen are not usually elected with 
reference to their qualifications for the duties of a Board of 
Health, and it is utterly impossible for them to give the public 
health that attention which its importance absolutely demands. 

A " Superintendent of Health," well qualified for his duties, 
should be appointed, to act under the direction of the Board 
of Health. He should make reports from time to time, with 
such recommendations as his knowledge and experience may 
suggest. The whole subject of the public health, and the en- 
forcement of all the ordinances, in any way relating to it, 
should be.committed to his care. He should search out and 
remove nuisances, and investigate all complaints of nuisances 
which may be made to him. He should investigate all cases 
of infectious or contagious diseases, and see that proper mea- 
sures are taken to prevent them from spreading. He should 
attend to the enforcement of the ordinance against selling 
tainted provisions. He should inquire into the condition, con- 
struction, and location of tenements, with reference to their in- 
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fluence npon the health of the inmates, He should have the 
charge of the Registration of Eirtlis, Marriagea and Deaths, and 
compile the valuable information which may be obtained in that 
way, and apply the results to improve the public health. He 
should understand every portion of the subject, relating to our 
owu city, and should make himself perfectly acquainted with tho 
researches and experience of other cities and countries. 

The means of information at the disposal of such an officer, 
arc not acanty. The registration of deaths would furnish in- 
formation of immense value. Almost the solo object of this 
registration, or at least one of tho most important objects, ia 
to furnish information to be applied in this way. 

We have in the Athenffium, 50 volumes on this subject, pub- 
lished by tlio French Government. These volumes are the 
result of many years experience, and thorough research. They 
are written by eminent physicians, and other men who have do- 
voted their lives to this investigation, and they give complete 
information upon every subject in any way relating to the public 
health. 

We have also in the College Library and elsewhere, reporta 
and public documents on the subject, from other cities in our 
own country. 

We need an officer to make himself acquainted with this in- 
formation, and to apply the results to our city. 

Experience is the best guide in this matter as well as others ; 
and it is worse than folly, it is positive guilt, to refuse or to 
neglect to make ourselves acquainted with its teachings. 



lectfuUy, 
EDWIN M. SNOW. 



Peovidehcb, January 26, 1865. 
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CITY OP PROVIDENCE. 

In Cohmon COUNCIL; 

March 12, 1855. 

Bead, Whereupon, it is ordered ih^t the same be received ; 
I ad, together with the accompanying paper, be printed in the 
lewsp^pers employed to do the city printing; and that five 
imidred copies of the same be printed in pamphlet form, for 
•he use of the City Council. 

A. G. GKEENB, Clerk. 

In Boabd of Aldermen, 
Same day; Eead and concurred. 

ALBERT PABODIE, City Clerk. 

Approved, 

E. P. KNOWLES, Mayor. 
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The following is a copy of the Blank referred to on page 5. 



REPORT OF A CASE OF CHOLERA- 



1. Name and age. 

2. Sex and color. 

3. Condition and occupation. 

4. Street and No. 

5. Where born. 

6. Parentage. 

7. Habits of patient. 

8. Date and hour of attack. 

9. Any known exciting cause. 

10. Any premonitory symptoms. 

11. Symptoms at first visit. 

12. Subsequent symptoms. 

13. How long sick before collapse. 

14. Duration of collapse. 

15. Whole duration of sickness, in hours. 
16i Treatment. 

17. Result of case. 

18. Condition and location of house and vicinity. 

19. Any nuisance near. 

20. Any facts indicating contagion or infection. 

21. Remarks. 



.% 



Providence, 



1854. 



Physician 



N. Ji. At No. 3, state whether Married, Single, Widow, &c ; at 
No. G, state whether Parents were American, Irish, &c. PhyBiciana 
are required to make returns to the City Clerk's Office, between 12 and 
G P. M., of all cases of Cholera to which they may be called, within 
twenty-four hours, ending at noon each day. If Physicians will give 
full particulars on all points named above, information of great value 
to the Proftjssion, and to the public may be obtained. In reporting 
symptoms, notice ])ai'ticularly the pulse, the character of the discliarges, 
the jfocretion of urine, the voice, and the temperature of the surface. 
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LlSl Snow, E.M. 7S816 
R5P9 Cholera in Providence 
1855 
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